Historic Recognition & Reconciliation Ceremony
Nisei Resisters of Conscience of World War II
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Trial of the Heart Mountain Resisters in 1944

Saturday, May 11th 1:30 p.m.

Japanese Community & Cultural Center

1840 Sutter St. (off Webster St.), San Francisco 

Featuring: 

Congressman Mike Honda

Video message from U.S. Senator Dan Inouye

JACL President Floyd Mori

Resisters of Conscience

Veterans and Religious Leaders

Resister exhibits, videos, books

Light refreshments
Open to the Public

Limited Street Parking: Private lots on Webster between Sutter & Post 

and on Post between Webster & Buchanan   

Sponsored by the National Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)

 Ceremony Web site:  http://www.resisters.net
Contact:  AndyNoguchi@worldnet.att.net
Who are the Nisei Resisters of Conscience of World War II? 


An amazing episode has been kept out of Americas history books - the story of 315 Nisei Resisters  of Conscience who dared to challenge the U.S. government’s World War II internment.  

When he signed Executive Order 9066, President Roosevelt mandated removal of 110,000 Japanese Americans from the West coast on the mere suspicion of disloyalty. This racist act devastated the lives of people whose only crime was their Japanese face. Japanese Americans were swept from their homes and communities and imprisoned behind barbed wire, despite the fact most were American citizens. Japanese Americans eligible for military service were classified as enemy aliens and barred from serving in the Army.

Adding further insult, the government administered a confusing and divisive loyalty questionnaire from persons it had already labeled disloyal. Forcing such decisions under duress of internment created many impossible, and ultimately tragic dilemmas for Japanese Americans. Most people saw little choice but to endure internment, and tried to maintain their human dignity and make the best of the situation. Some protested the unfair conditions in the camps and were met with repression. Others responded by turning away from the country that rejected them. 

When the Army reclassified Japanese Americans from enemy aliens to I-A, several thousand volunteered, eager to prove their loyalty and patriotism. Several thousand more were later drafted out of camp, and fought for democracy against Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan. The Nisei soldiers of the 442nd, 100th, and the M.I.S. bravely distinguished themselves while their families were locked up behind barbed wire. 

Others were compelled to make a different and difficult moral and ethical choice. Gordon Hirabayashi, Min Yasui, and Fred Korematsu, and those who resisted the draft chose to challenge the constitutionality of the internment. From camps like Heart Mountain, they fought the unjust and unconstitutional internment in the only legal forum they had—a draft resistance hearing. 

This largest group of 85 resisters declared, “We, the members of the Fair Play Committee, ...would gladly sacrifice our lives to protect and uphold the principles of our country as set forth in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights... “The Fair Play Committee believes it has a right to ask for a full restoration of our rights before being drafted into the armed forces.” Contrary to common misconceptions, the historical record proves these resisters were not pro-Japan, against military service, nor advocates of violence against the JACL. 

Their resistance, however, was denounced by the JACL. Saburo Kido, then National JACL President, on April 3, 1944 declared, “The group at Heart Mountain definitely should be charged with sedition, especially the leaders.” Public ostracism and unwarranted accusations of being traitors and cowards were intense.

The wartime courts rejected the resisters constitutional challenge and convicted 282 of breaking the selective service law. The resisters were sentenced to Federal prison for an average of two years. However, their actions were legally vindicated in 1947 when President Truman pardoned the resisters and recognized their stand for civil rights. Yet, despite the Presidential pardon and the 1988 passage of the Civil Liberties Act that provided redress and President Reagan’s public apology, the World War II-era antagonisms remain, affecting not only Nisei, but Sansei, and even Yonsei generations. 

The difficult and unfair choices the government forced people to make on the loyalty oath and military service are still the cause of ostracism, bad feelings, and name-calling. Such continued conflict undermines the strength and effectiveness of the Japanese American community and the JACL.

This Recognition and Reconciliation ceremony, including an apology from the JACL for failing to respect the resisters constitutional stand, marks a watershed moment for the Japanese American community—a time to reunite a community that was shattered by Executive Order 9066, the loyalty questionnaire, and the view that all Japanese Americans be of one mind in response to the violation of their civil rights. Today’s ceremony is the occasion for us to accept and respect the different choices that were made in response to injustice. It is a time to begin healing divisions and strengthening our common bonds. 

The JACL national logo contains the words, security through unity. May these words guide us as we prepare for the civil rights challenges ahead.
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