Minutes of JACL National Board Meeting, Ninth Biennial National Convention,
Denver, CO, Thursday, Feb. 28th, 1946 (pages 2 and 3)

Joint Meeting of National Board and Regional Office Directors, discussing
"pressing problems."

Present at National Board meeting:

President, Saburo Kido, National Secretary, Mike Masaoka, National Treasurer,
Hito Okada, Shig Ushio, William Yamauchi, Dr. Tom Yatabe. Absent, Tom Iseri,
Ken Matsumoto, James Sakamoto, Tom Shimasaki, Fred Tayama, Walter Tsukamoto.
Regional Office Directors present included Michi Ando, Peter Aoki, Joe Grant
Masaoka, George Minato, Scott Tsuchiya.
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of the varicus convent ion cowmittees to express thejr -epinicns and- to ‘seek clari-
fications for matters which disturbed their ccammitieds, as well ag 'todeal with

" any special topics which the members desired to present at’ the time.’

and intereeted perti es were xpreeent.‘ No roll: was called.

'I'his meeting was called o order by, Presxdent Kido at 4 05, P.M.. in the
Crystal Rocm. .Naticnal :Board Membere "attending ‘the cnnvention, all of the Reg-"
ional Qffice Directors, the chaimen and menbers.of the ten cc_nvention committees ’

” ..

N In order that free diecussa.on might be prcmoted, it was unanimoualy agreed
that’ the names of individuela participating would not be listed An. tho Official

,.~Minutes._,, B . : s e

A m:mber oi" conmitt;ee chairmen protested the lack ﬁf time allcmedz them to

prepere their fimb,l reporte™arnd requested, an extension .pf the" deadline. Thisa.

w8 denied them, with the. expianation that since the Naticnal COuncil wag to

opnvene on -the morrew the repurts had tc be ready when they were. ca.lled aup:: for
discugsi one The Netional Secretary enncnnced that: he would .receive committee
reports until midnight. o . : - —‘
.+ - The. Naticmel erdswee requested to cnneider a m:mber df preesing prdblems.-
which were’ confrcnting the Jepanoec community, particularly in the Pacific, .
Northwest gnd Nertheyn Galiformih.. fhecs. ingluded the official.dttitude of: the ;
JehoColte on Tulalnke remuncismss) cmn-e wious eb,;ectrrs, end ai’filietion with,

: other organizeti ~ns .

-

It was. pointed. out that macy of. &le, Tl .,elake people who. had: been cleared
by the. Justice Deoartment a.nd WY METaNNOW . ”free" were creating:&n emberi‘essing :
situation in Focthern Calii‘oi nia - othe . sections. It was said that while: the'
Justice Departmer\. might :have. ¢’ car -eiil; - the 1ocal residents st{1l: dlocked - |
upon -them with saspicion, ant thhu u‘u“" vhis.suspicion.was directed egainet‘ :
Japaneee end Japenese unerieans bt unquc:s.,ioned loyalty. 5 N .

At the same tims, "it was indicaicd that scme of ‘the se leelake renuncianta
were- belittiir@ the sacrifices made Yy Nisei vcterans and ”ce.lling them. m:ckers".
They hove been understocd to claim that-they.enjoy.every: privi lége ,end advantage
that other. Jspanesc enjoy- today without: ‘having "risked anything" for. the 'United
States. .'They have created on- intolereble eituetion which may result inm 11 '
will for’ loyal Japandsge Americans. _In fact,:scme have gomne 80 far) -1t wae*el-

legod, thet they: have: inf crmed their loeal draft 'boai‘ds "$o0 go to hell" end -

would not serve ,even if calleds’ . o .

Others qupstioned the poliey of the. ?ecific citizen in publicizing the
attivities of the Tulelake renunciamts because, in their. opinion, it indicated
J.A.C.L, eympathy for their predicament. ,

‘l‘hie 1etter feeling, also. extended to thcse of «the Heart Mountain Feir Play .

. Conmittes who advised Nieei xnot to respond 02 their draft calls. RO S RN

\

The fact that A. L. Wirin, counsel for J.A.C.L. as well as “the A.C. I. u. ,
oftan acted'in behalf of the 'I‘ulelake and the Heert Mountain group a].so came
up for criticism. S STy S O e AL S

-
-t

Strong representations were made by the-veterans present that.no- ey,mpathy

.whatsoever be shown toward the Tulelake and ¢thet such greups, that they be made

to face the consequences of their fomner attitude., They-indi cated that :such
their role even more difficult in the A.rw and temieo. to negete in part their
achiovements. It was their consensus that mcst »f thrse in ‘I‘ulelake asked for
trangfer to that camp in crder to aveid militery sorvice in the Army of the
United States and ncw. that tha situatir‘n in Jepan is a difficult me, they de- .
sire to remain here in the United States.. .. o

. It was a.rgued that sinee these Tulelake "trcvhlemelmrs" wruld always be
in the i‘nrefront of- anti-Am ’rica and anti-J.A.C.L. movements, ateps -ocught' to be .
taken tc qu:o them now, - It was also gtated that they. wauld ;serve .as a. reminder
that there were §0me Japanese who waivered -in their lrya.lt; t¢ the United States. -
and would . alweye be @ scurce of irritation to-- .local. Japangse communities. To.

aveld such difi‘icultiee, it was reccmmended that J. A.C.L. go ‘on. record faver‘iné Ar ®

their deporta.tion immadiately. Others reccmiended. that released Tuleans. be re=
quired to carry on their persons at all times speciel 1d0n‘b1fica‘t1f‘n. o
\

One fear expressed was that within a few yeare whén public good will is )
the lot of all Japanese, these Tuldans would” reap the benefits of thie public
attitudo and thet .there would be no dist inctions made between thoscr whe ‘'stcod
for principle and ‘thosd who weivered. L . B N S L



' To the suggestion thet sane of the 'I’uleane might ha.ve been au‘bjected to ‘
"terrific pressure" while in the relocation centers from the pro-Japan elements
to rencunce their citizenship, it was pointed out that the original ‘volunfecrs
for-the 442nd " Combat - Team ang military intelligence, faced even greater pressure
from these same’ olements not to enlist.in the' ‘United States Army, yet they &1d-
50 becausé “of ‘their. greater faith. in the Amerioa.n way... To give the. Tnlelake
renunciants the same consideration: as. veterans Paceive is to penalize patrlotism
and ‘loyalty. One fought for Americs’ in spite of - intimidation, while the others
were eithar too cowardly or were friendhf to- Japan's aggressions, one returned
vetera.n declared. R , IR - ) ‘

- : The vievts of Nat*onal Headquarters were expressed to the -effect that not-
withstanding the personal feelings of . the S‘ba.ff, J.A.CeL. would have t0. abide by
the ‘decisicns of the Justicer Department.’ Whethor ve aré in sympethy with their
rulings or not, it was pointed out, as gocd Amoricens, our task was to "go along
with them" The delegates were raninded that many J.A.C.L. leaders,. inc'luding
the Net:.onal Prosident; wefe "beaten up" in oe.:np by theso same olements’ which
now protest their penchng’ "repetria.tien" to Japan. It was indicatod that
JeA.Co L., would" nerl;her ap‘proVo nor disepprove of the ect iong of the Justice
Deparhnen,t. ‘ : o
. . 'The official attitude oi the Leegue, however, was dlsclosed when it was
amnounced that the J.A C.L. had refrained from supporting the cases of. the re-
nunciants. It was reported that these people-had raieed some $7a,000 for their
campaign to regain their citizenship and t6 stop deportatlon. J.A.C.L, w111
particlpato in test cases if it becomes apparent that rights of: Japanese
Mmericans are being jeopardized. That there were many hardship cases among the
' renunciants, such as young children who had no voice in the decision of their
parents, was brought out. That there were many factors in-the individual de-
cisions wnich J.A.C. L. wae not qualified'to Judzge upon was also brough'h out.

Opinion was against special identificat ion for released Tuleans on the
grounds that asking for such discrimination might result in all Isse‘l and
- Nigei being required to carry some kind of idemntification papers;, and that if
--onie -group  of -Japanese were required to carry such pepsrs, all Japanese’ could be
continuidlly embarrassed bJ being asked to show whether they were from Tulelake
or not. ‘ o

The editorialandrenertorinl policies of the Pacific Ci:t:.zen were ‘explained
in this light: Tha Pacifi¢ Citizen is a newspaper devoted to Teporting the news
- among all Japanese. The mere fact thet s certain story is carried doeés not
constitutg an endorsement by sither the parer or the J.A.C.L. of the action or
partiss described. Poople who ere interested in what is happening to the
Japanaese people, whether -it. ba good or bad, subscribe to the-Pacific Citizen.
Because its readers have confidence that the. vaper prints all the news, without
fear or favor, the Pacific Citizen must retain that cenfidence by printing
stories on the Tuleluke situmtion even though its staff nay not. personally be
in sympathy with 3. Such is the function of an honest newspuper. " The decle-
gates were reminded that had all newspapers. only nrinted what was the popular
thing during evecuation and relocution, few stories would have been roeleased on
th¢ Japanese American sltuatlm end the accenmllehnents of the Niselil sold1ers.

It was stated that the renunciante 1ost their American citizenship at the
time that they rencunced their ellegiance and that their release from Tulelake
by the Justice Department did not automatically restore thoir American citizen-
rshxp, On this 'be..eis, such indlviduale cou.ld not become metibers of J.A.C.L.

It was also brought cut that since Section 1, Artlcle 1, of the National
By-Laws provides for a solemn oath of allegiance to be taken by each pros-
pactive mgmber, and smoe theso Tuloans had.violested this ‘cath by their actions
during tha war, they would not be ollgible for Leagio membership.

The question of conecim‘bious objectors and their eligivility for J.A.C. L.
membership was deferred for the time deing.

In explaining Mr. Virin's position, it was stated that while he was
J.A.C.L.'s naticnal ccunsel, he often served as private counsel in cases which
may have run counter to the goncral attitude of the League. It was further
explained thet Mr. wirih served without ccmpensstion end that he had ‘often
carried-on many ceses in behalf cf the Japancse comunity at his own expense.
Attorneys of Mr. Wirin's calibre orc few and fpr-between, it was indicated, and.
JeA.C.L. was fczrtunate enough teo secure hl.;l services.

If the League desired {o. new to a °‘truigh.1. line on all matters amd to re-
tain attorneys whe would only serve J.A.C.L. and nc othars, J.A.C.L. weculd have
to be prepared to pay for such services. And to retein men of such ability and
telents and interest as Xr. Wirin would srove to> burdenscme tc¢ tho League,
especially since we .are not always engsged in litigetion.
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